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On December 2, the world premiere of Palestinian/American Talal Jabari’s documentary on the dangers of wireless
technologies, Full Signal, took New Mexico’s Santa Fe Film Festival by storm.


 

The cinematic turbulence occurred just four weeks after a straggle of the “usual suspects” attended a public works
committee meeting in Santa Fe’s city hall to stop councilors from endorsing a rewrite of the telecommunications-franchise
ordinance.  A new ordinance is being pushed to limit the city’s choices about if and where to allow new telecom
installations.
 



The usual suspects in this case are the folks from the Santa Fe Alliance for Public Health and Safety who always show
up: those whose reactions to electromagnetic radiation (EMF) from antennas; cordless, internet, and cell phones; WiFi
hot spots, etc. erupt in its presence as headaches, anxiety, muscle aches, flu symptoms, cognitive confusion, and visual
abnormalities.  Some of them have been working to stop the industry’s roll-out of EMF-emitting technologies ever since
the U.S. Telecommunications Act of 1996 (TA96) deregulated the industry.

 



At the committee meeting, the members of the alliance were not allowed to speak.

 



The premiere was something decidedly different for the municipality that calls itself The City Different.  It was a
stampede.  Every seat was filled.  Bucking fire regulations, festival staff squeezed in extra chairs along the aisles and in
the wheelchair wells.  The city attorney and one councilor showed up, and would-be movie-goers clamoring in the lobby
were turned away.  On December 3 the public crashed a private showing for government officials and the media, and the
following day a presentation of the film was thrown together for New Mexico Department of Health officials.  Then on
December 6, in the final hour, the festival agreed to a second showing to slake the demand.

 



What happened between early November and December 2 could be a manifestation of the old saw popular in the anti-
nuclear movement of the 1980s: water looks just like water up until the moment it freezes.

 



Ever since TA96 opened the way for wholesale industry proliferation a la World-Trade-Organization market supremacy, 
a handful of scientists, academicians, legal experts, and activists has been attempting to catalyze public outcry against
what some describe as genocide, others suicide: the blasting of dangerous non-ionizing radiation across a living planet
via satellites, cell towers, military installations, wireless antennas, and all the consumer gadgets that hoodwink ordinary
people into believing that EMF-emitting technologies are normal.

 



But, for almost two decades, that handful has been hard-pressed to grow beyond itself.
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Full Signal presents one hour of startling facts, mind-twisting visuals, and wrenching emotional vignettes.  Former CBS
news associate producer, 60 Minutes field producer, and Al Jezeera documentary-channel producer, Jabari is no
stranger to hot spots; he has worked in Israel, Nigeria, Guatemala, and Serbia.  To make Full Signal he visited 18
experts in ten countries and six U.S. states.

 



The result of his efforts: the suspected health effects of EMFs are validated through biological studies, medical research,
epidemiologically-documented real-life situations, and individuals’ lives.

 



Here are images of rats’ brains before exposure to cell-phone radiation (whole and healthy) and after (riddled with holes). 
There, laboratory research on the deterioration of the blood-brain barrier during a two-minute phone call.  Here, pictures
of irreparable rips in DNA.  There evidence of neurological, coronary, and immunological diseases whose increases in
incidence parallel the spread of EMR-emitting technologies.


 

Here is Swedish author Rigmor Grandlund-Lind, a hostage in her small apartment where metal screens line the walls so
that she may live a little while longer in a city completely overtaken by cell towers and wireless antennas.

 



There, a map of the Arab village of Issifya in Israel showing the location of some 70 antennas hidden behind trees and
under the eaves of private homes – with a second map overlaying it revealing the town’s cancer clusters precisely around
each antenna.  And here is school teacher Samira Azzam holding back tears because she is one who contracted cancer.
 

 

 



Jabari describes his film as an examination of “the contradiction between health and finance,” and herein lies the tangle for
concerned citizens. 

 



According to Bharat Book Bureau’s Electronic Reports, the telecommunications industry raked in $1.7 trillion in 2008 and
is slated to make $2.7 trillion by 2013.  Read: it is one of the biggest businesses on the planet. Since the mid-1990s, the
industry has managed to infiltrate every sector of global society, making its technologies indispensible to human
functioning.
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As Foundation for Deep Ecology program director Jerry Mander put it in 1994, the reach of the corporate economy would
not exist without the instantaneous control that supercomputers and satellite/wireless communications make possible. 
While such gigantic technologies underlie the day-to-day operation of today’s mega-economy, continuous dissemination
of their gadgetry to the captivated consumer provides its day-to-day inflow of capital: an estimated 4 billion people in the
world are cell phone subscribers.

 



Jabari explores the legal side of the telecom industry’s global command by highlighting struggles to stop the proliferation
of antennas.  New York City Council member Peter Vallone Jr. has introduced several pieces of legislation to stop
unchecked placement of antennas in neighborhoods and inform citizens of the location of sources of EMFs – without
success.  Standing on a street corner in the city, he explains that TA96 bars the public from protesting on the basis of
health concerns.  When crafting federal legislation, industry lobbyists made sure that they would not repeat the lack of
foresight of the nuclear industry that has recently been slammed with lawsuits from dying down-winders, lab workers, and
uranium miners. 

 



Community activists going up against telecoms must revert to indirect ploys like errors in the permit process and the
rights of migratory birds.  A Park Slope coop building in Brooklyn successfully cornered T-Mobile into breaking a signed
contract by uncovering their dishonesty about the size of the antenna in question.

 



Then there’s the cancer-ridden Arab village in Israel whose citizens had exhausted all legal recourse – so they climbed
onto the roof and tore an antenna down with their hands.

 



 

Throughout the film MRI images, interviews, charts, and animation are interspersed with visual montages of 150-foot
towers, antennas in all their shapes and forms, antennas disguised as trees, and people everywhere talking on cell
phones.  Then more towers,  more antennas, more “trees,” more people on phones – until the psychological defense that
spurs one to see these technologies as normal, or not to see them at all, is cracked open: the viewer will never again not
see them.

 


After the last showing in Santa Fe, the audience lingered, turning the theater into a community meeting to plan for the
upcoming public works committee session, which coincidentally was scheduled for the next night.

 



The usual suspects braved a snowstorm to get to that meeting where, to their surprise, they found it packed with a new
crop of citizens, educated and energized by Full Signal.  Twenty-one spoke -- mothers, physicists, doctors, the electro-
sensitive, teachers -- airing outrage that the federal government had usurped their right to a safe environment.  
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Then, displaying unexpected openness, Councilor Patti Bushee thanked the usual suspects for keeping at them all these
years.  Councilor Miguel Chavez vowed to cut down on his cell phone use.  Councilor Rosemary Romero offered to
sponsor a city resolution for Santa Fe to join Portland OR, Los Angeles County, Sebastopol CA, Albany CA, Pima AZ
County, and Glendale CA in challenging the section of TA96 that forbids local decision-making based on health concerns.

 



Then Bushee said, “…and now the vote nobody wants”: the telecom-franchise ordinance rewrite.  Despite sentiment to the
contrary, all public works committee members bowed to federal dictate, voting to recommend the new ordinance to the
full council.

 



Except one – Miguel Chavez.  He is now preparing to run for mayor.

 



Outside, the snow was freezing on the ground.  In the city hall chambers, in one month’s time, a signal had been received.

 





Chellis Glendinning is a psychotherapist and the author of five books, including When Technology Wounds: The Human
Consequences of Progress (1990) and Off the Map: An Expedition Deep into Empire and the Global Economy (1999).
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Sunday, January 17, 2009


1:30 PM


San Francisco Library, Koret Auditorium, 100 Larkin Street

  



Sponsors: City and County of San Francisco’s Environment Department, the Main Library Stegner Environmental Center,
California Endowment, International Commission for Electromagnetic Safety, Environmental Health Trust, Teens Turning
Green, California Brain Tumor Association, Healthy 880 Communities - San Leandro, San Leandro High School Social
Justice Academy, and Environmental Working Group

 
 


Are cell phones safe?  Why do some nations advise that children not use cell phones?  Growing numbers of scientific
reports find that heavy users of cell phones face increased risks of brain tumors, reduced sperm count and other serious
health problems. 

 
 


Devra L. Davis, PhD, MPH, will be the featured speaker on Sunday, January 17th at 1:30 pm, at the workshop Are Cell
Phones Safe? How Teens Can Avoid Risk.  This forum will be held at the San Francisco Main Library, Grove Street
Entrance in San Francisco, California.  

  



A new video, “Cell Phones: Just Like Cigarettes?” will be premiered at this workshop. Teens Turning Green, a national
environmental health organization, will moderate a high participation event that will involve students from San Leandro
High School’s Social Justice Academy, and from other bay area schools.  Major financial support for the film project was
provided by a grant from the California Endowment.

  



Dr. Davis, a Professor in Preventive Medicine at Mount Sinai Medical Center and founder of The Environmental Health
Trust, is “deeply concerned about troubling findings of serious health problems from cell phone use in countries where cell
phones have been used for a longer period of time. Many governments, including Finland, Israel, Russia, China, France,
Sweden and India recommend that children simply not use cell phones.” 

  



Event organizer Elizabeth Kelley, who directs the International Commission for Electromagnetic Safety, points out that
the Dr. Jacqueline McGlade, Director of the European Environmental Agency, has issued advisories recommending
reduced exposure to cell phones, “especially children and young adults who seem to be most at risk from head tumors.”
Kelley says, “we want teens to take away the message that cell phones emit radiation that can pose health risks,
especially to developing brains and bodies, and, teens can protect themselves by limiting use, texting not talking, using a
headset, turning them off when not in use and saving longer conversations for their landlines.” 
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Last September, Dr. Davis testified about the urgent need to adopt precautionary cell phone policies and to initiate a
major cell phone safety research program before a key U.S. Senate Committee, along with scientists from Israel, Finland
and the Environmental Working Group in the United States. A scientist from EWG presented a newly released report that
compares the Specific Absorption Rates of cell phones manufactured in the U.S. and advises consumers to purchase
cell phones that transmit at lower power. U.S. Senators say they will be holding more hearings.

  



Dr. Renee Sharp, who directs EWG’s California office said, “"Until scientists know more about cell phone radiation, we
think it is smart for consumers to buy phones with the lowest emissions." Dr. Sharp will present EWG's report at this
workshop.

 
 


Mayor Gavin Newsom has announced plans to introduce legislation that would require retailers in San Francisco to post
information on Specific Absorption Rates, or SARs, wherever cell phones are sold in the city.

 
 


For more information and to register for the event, see teencellphonesafety.eventbrite.com
 


Enter access code: “teensBsafe”

  



Electronic RSVPs are advised, as space is limited for this free public event.

  



We will be repeat the program on January 19th at 7:00 p.m. at Marin Academy in San Rafael.

 



See teensturninggreen.org for more information about that 2nd event and environmentalhealthtrust.org and visit
icems.eu for extensive scientific background documentation.

 


Dr. Devra L. Davis and Elizabeth Kelley are available for interviews
 


Elizabeth Kelley, M.A. International Commission for Electromagnetic Safety  Email her: info "at" icems.eu 
 


Related news:
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 San Francisco considering cellphone warnings 

 


Mayor Gavin Newsom plans to propose an ordinance that would require retailers to display radiation levels. Studies on
the health risks are not conclusive, one environmental group acknowledges.
 


By Maria L. La Ganga
 


December 23, 2009
 


Reporting from San Francisco -- San Francisco officials are debating whether to make this famously liberal city the first in
the nation to require retailers to prominently post the amount of radiation emitted by cellphones. 
 


The complete article can be viewed at:
 latimes.com


More news:


Maine to Consider Putting Warnings on Cellphones

By Katie Zezima

Under a state bill, cellphone buyers would be warned that 
they may cause brain cancer, despite conflicting evidence.
nytimes.com


From Elizabeth Kelley, M.A. International Commission for Electromagnetic Safety, on January 14, 2009:


Lawsuit Filed Against FCC Cell Tower Ruling

 


The Washington, D.C. law firm of Miller & Van Eaton has filed a lawsuit on
behalf of the City of Arlington, Texas in the United States Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit seeking to overturn the FCC's November 18, 2009
Declaratory Ruling regarding deadlines for local governments to process
wireless applications and related issues...

 for more information contact Ms. Kelley via email: info "at" icems.eu 


EMF-danger information resource online:
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A gallery of images and maps,
visual learning tools 
for the study of unnatural oscillations -- non-ionizing electromagnetic fields (EMFs) --
and their effects on 
living tissues and systems.
oscillatorium.com


The bigger picture - commentary by Jan Lundberg


It seems clear that we are on the way to adding cell phones and EMFs to prior technological mistakes, notably the plastic
plague and nuclear proliferation.  In all these cases and other similar boo-boos, corporate profit was at work, playing
upon consumer convenience and relying on brainwashing about progress and the wonders of science.  Government has
worked hand in hand with corporate polluters to avoid protecting the population and the environment until the damage is
done and the genie is long since out of the bottle.  


In the middle of corruption and no end in sight for rectifying the damage, despite the efforts to elect better politicians, it is
clear that a new approach is needed for our survival and creating a better way of life.  Will it be without technology?  No. 
So how can technology be controlled?  It will take complete culture change and the disappearance of today's massive
quantities of power (energy) and non-renewable resources.  To live the future now may be hard, but turning off that cell
phone and keeping plastics away from food, water and skin -- as well as the environment -- pay dividends today.  As for
nuclear and fossil fueled power, pulling the plug on our machines is essential to save the climate.  Share the car,
computer, refrigerator, television, washer, dryer, etc. to minimize their use and thus massively cut their production. 
Share the Earth with all living beings.


* * * * *
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